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5 tips for successful Family Home Evenings

1. Pray. Pray about the needs of your family as you consider topics for home evenings, 
and pray as you prepare.

2. Prioritize. Make Family Home Evening a priority; learn to say no to other activities. 

3. Involvement. Involve everyone in the family; help little children take part.

4. Commitment. Be committed and be consistent. Set a designated time and stick to it. Holding
Family Home Evening on a weekly basis takes dedication and planning on the part of all
family members.

5. Relax and enjoy it. The most important thing your children will remember is the spirit they
feel in your family home evenings and activities. Be sure the atmosphere is one of love,
understanding, and enjoyment.



The New Testament
Thought:
Let us study, learn, and live the hard doctrines the Savior taught in the New
Testament, that our Christlike behavior may move us up to a much higher level of
spiritual attainment.

(James E. Faust, “The Surety of a Better Testament,” Ensign, Sep 2003,  2–6)

Song:
“The Books in the New Testament,” Children’s Songbook, p. 116.

Scripture:
Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they
which testify of me.

(John 5:39)

Object Lesson:
Materials needed: Several types of books (cookbook, auto repair, gardening).
Pictures from the life of Christ, such as His birth, the boy in the temple, blessing
the children, stilling the storm, the Crucifixion, and resurrection.

Procedure: Show your family the various books you’ve brought. There are many
different types of books. If you wanted a recipe for cookies, you would look in a
cookbook. If you wanted information on growing vegetables you would read a
gardening book. It’s important to use a book that will give you the right
information. Heavenly Father has given us the scriptures to help us. By reading
them we can learn about Jesus and how to be more like him.

Show the pictures of Christ’s life. Explain that the New Testament is where we
can learn the stories of the life of Christ

(Beth Lefgren and Jennifer Jackson, Sharing Time, Family Time, Anytime, [Salt Lake City:
Bookcraft, 1992],  p. 83-4.)

Story:

"The New Testament Really Works"
(Paul H. Dunn)

Some time ago I had a challenge as a father when one of my daughters,
during her junior high school days, came to me with a social problem which was



very disturbing. My daughter at the time was involved with a social group consisting of seven girls
(four members of the Church and three nonmembers). The four had a silent pact, as it were, to try to
convert the other three. As they were lunching together, as they frequently did, one of the young Latter-
day Saint girls commenced to tell an off-color story. It was in poor taste, and totally out of order.

My daughter came home that night and recounted the situation; in fact, she was even bold enough
to tell me the story. It was a problem! "Now," she said, "Dad, don't tell me what's right and what's
wrong. I think I understand the principles of the gospel sufficiently to know that that wasn't the thing to
do. But," she said, "What do you do when you find yourself in this kind of situation? How do you
handle it?"

She didn't add this postscript, but I could see it in her eyes: "Remember, Dad, the important thing at
my age is to be included. And remember, sir, any fifteen-year-old wants to be popular, to be accepted,
to be wanted, and they don't want things to be too 'churchy!'" She was saying, in effect, "Will you give
me an answer, and at the same time, keep me popular." Well, now, that is a task for any teacher or
parent.

So we visited for a while and time won't permit all the details. I try frequently to get my daughters
to see the principles of the gospel and their application to life. I turned, after some discussion, to the
cleansing of the temple experience recorded in Matthew, Mark and Luke. You will recall the story of
the Pharisees, the Sadducees, and the practices of the money changers. (I didn't take a lot of time to
give her the history or background, although there are times when the history is needed and helpful.
Somehow she could still live in this life without all of the excess baggage, as it were. Oh, I am not
trying to suggest that these things aren't important to know historically, but more important than
knowing the dimensions of the Nauvoo Temple, more important than knowing how many missions we
have in the Church, more important than knowing what exactly will occur in the millennial reign, is the
ability to apply divine principles daily so that life can be happy and truly enjoyed.) So as I read the
cleansing of the temple story, I asked her, "What do you get out of this story?"

She said, "Well, the Savior was upset."
I said, "May I suggest one thought. He was saying to His peer group that there comes a time in

every person's life when he has to stand up and be counted; and while it may not be the popular thing
to do, there are times when you have to do what's right even though it isn't easy. You may have to stand
alone a few times."

I said, "You think about that. Then you and I will have another talk."
She thought about it and came back a little while later and said, "I can't think of any way yet to

apply the principles, Dad."
So we talked some more.
I said, "I'll tell you what, if the Savior was right, let's you and I go out in the garage, and I'll make a

cat-o-nine-tails whip, and you go over tomorrow and clean out that junior high school of all its
iniquities."

"Dad," she said, "you have missed the point. You can't do that and be popular."
I said, "All right, how's this for an idea? How would it be, the next time you find yourself in that

kind of social situation and somebody starts to tell an off-colored story, you stand up and say, 'Now
you listen here, we won't have any more of that!'"

She said, "Dad, you just haven't got it! I couldn't do that!"
Well, I thought maybe she would think that way, and I said, "Well, now, why don't you submit a

plan?"
She said, "Let me think some more." She walked away with that look, "How did I ever get you for

a Dad!"
I went about my business. A new day came and went, and as I returned home the next day I found



my wife was in the kitchen peeling potatoes for supper. As I approached her to give her a little kiss, I
noticed she was holding back the tears. I thought, "Potatoes don't do this."

"What's the matter honey?"
She said, "It is your daughter! Better go see her."
I thought, "Another crisis!" So I tiptoed into the back bedroom and there was a sweet experience

awaiting me. This little lady, who had wrestled with life as it really is, was sitting on the bed pushing
back a few tears all of her own, although she is not overly emotional.

I said, "Well, tell me what is the matter."
She said, "Dad, it is an interesting thing. I took the cleansing of the temple story to task today and

tried it out."
I said, "Oh, did you clean out the junior high?"
"No," she said, "I called M_____ (who was the girl that had told the off-color story, her LDS

friend) and said, 'Can you walk home with me?' 'Yes.' So we walked home. I brought her into the
bedroom and sat her down and I said, 'M_____, I just want you to know that our friendship means a
great deal to me. Yesterday you really put all of us on the spot. I felt it and I think you did. I know you
didn't mean to cause feelings or tension, but when you told that story it reduced all of us in the eyes of
our non-Latter-day Saint friends. Now, while I appreciate your intent was maybe honorable and you
thought this was a clever way to be noticed, I wonder if the next time you feel that you have to do this
would you warn me in advance so that I could be excused?'"

M_____ broke down and put her arms around this daughter and said, "Will you forgive me?"
She said, "Dad, we cried for half an hour." Then the climax: "You know what, Dad?"
I said, "No, what?"
She said, "The New Testament really works, doesn't it?"
Yes, "the New Testament really works." Because when you come to understand the concepts and

the principles contained in it and you make the proper application in life, it doesn't matter whether you
are sitting in a parked car; it doesn't matter whether you are at the ball game; it doesn't matter whether
you are in the athletic contest—you will be able to draw upon the gospel principles and solve life's
daily challenge and thus find eternal joy and happiness that we each seek.

May I suggest that happiness, as I have come to know it and to appreciate it—limited as it might
be—is being able to discipline self, to accept the standards of the gospel of Jesus Christ and again
make proper application to daily living.

(Leon R. Hartshorn, Outstanding Stories by General Authorities, vol. 1, [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1970].)

Activity:
The leader name a book from the New Testament. The rest of the players name books one by one,

each player taking his turn around the circle. When a mistake is made, that person goes to the end of
the line.

Variation: When the leader names a book, he points to another person and starts counting to ten. If
he can count to ten before this person can name another book, that person has to go to the end; if not,
he points to another person and starts counting again. No book can be repeated.

(Alma Heaton, The LDS Game Book, [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1968],  p. 296.)
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Refreshment
Easter Basket Cake
Colorful, fast, and fantastic!

1 package yellow or devil’s food cake mix
4 cups flaked coconut
1 teaspoon milk or water

Yellow food coloring
Green food coloring

31⁄2 cups frozen non-dairy whipped topping, thawed
Prepare cake mix as directed on package, baking in a well-greased 10-inch Bundt pan. Cool. To
remove, loosen edges with a knife and turn cake upside down to resemble a basket.

Tint the coconut by placing 2 cups of the coconut in a plastic bag. Add 1⁄2 teaspoon of the milk or
water mixed with a few drops of yellow food coloring. Secure bag tightly and shake until evenly
coated. Repeat above steps to color the remaining coconut green.

Frost cake with whipped topping. Gently press yellow coconut on sides of cake to resemble a straw
basket. Sprinkle green coconut over top of cake.

Make a handle by bending a spring branch or using braided pipe cleaner and inserting ends into top of
cake at opposite sides. Garnish with jellybeans and small chocolate eggs. Store cake in refrigerator.
This recipe may also be adapted to make individual cupcake baskets. Makes 10 to 12 servings.

(Julie Badger Jensen, Essential Mormon Celebrations, [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2005], p. 9.)

           


